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said their households were not doing as well, economically, as two 
years earlier. This year, that figure dropped to 25%.

To be sure, economic health remains a concern for many in Port-
land, as it does across the country. The poll of 600 residents, con-
ducted by DHM Research, found that 35% rate the economy as a 
chief concern. But, that figure declined notably from 2011, when it 
was 54%. Three years ago, 38% rated employment opportunities as 
a top concern; this year, that figure dipped to 19%.

The favorable conditions are expected to contribute to population 

Demographic highlights for Portland MSA*, US
Portland, OR* US

Demographics 2019 proj. 2014 5-year CAGR (%)^ 2019 proj. 2014 5-year CAGR (%)^
Population (000) 2,438.1 2,321.3 0.99 328,309.5 317,199.4 0.69
Median age (years) 39.1 37.7 0.73 38.6 37.7 0.47
Per capita income ($) 29,083 28,454.0 0.44 29,220 27,721 1.06
Median household income ($) 56,023 55,113.0 0.33 53,943 51,579 0.90
Households by income (000)
Income <$25K 203.7 196.9 0.68 29,203.0 29,370.4 -0.11
Income $25K-$49K 230.2 220.9 0.83 29,658.8 29,349.3 0.21
Income $50K-$99K 310.7 296.9 0.91 36,710.2 35,841.7 0.48
Income $100K-$199K 171.7 157.5 1.74 22,448.0 20,237.4 2.10
Income >$200K 40.2 35.7 2.44 6,602.7 5,364.5 4.24
Population by age (000)
Population age 0-14 450.1 443.5 0.30  61,345.3  61,165.6 0.06
Population age 15-34 633.3 627.7 0.18  87,934.6  86,514.8 0.33
Population age 35-54 663.8 651.2 0.39  82,768.1  84,302.3 -0.37
Population age 55-69 455.5 407.7 2.24  61,331.1  54,963.3 2.22
Population age 70+ 235.3 191.3 4.23  34,930.4  30,253.3 2.92
As of Sept. 11, 2014.
* Represents the metropolitan statistical area of Portland and Hilsboro, Ore., and Vancouver, Wash.
Demographic data represents 2014 and 2019 projections provided by Nielsen.
^ CAGR = compound annual growth rate from 2014 to 2019 projections.
Sources: SNL Financial, Nielsen Pop-Facts 2014.

growth over the next five years. Nielsen projections suggest 
the Portland metro will grow from a little more than 2.3 million 
residents in 2014 to well over 2.4 million by 2019. Household in-
comes, too, are projected to climb in that period, from a median 
of about $55,000 to $56,000.

If the projections prove accurate, they would mark gradual 
increases, but the prevailing sense is that those in the market 
can bank on them. “Portland is a good place to be,” Bradshaw 
said. i


